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Preface
Ministry in the Marketplace is a series of booklets which deals with the many challenging 
and difficult subjects confronting the believer that he seeks to integrate his faith into 
the fabric of “real life.”  The intent of the series is to consider these important issues 
and to expose, evaluate and analyze them in light of the Scriptures.  The booklets are 
not intended to be exhaustive in their treatment of any particular issue, but rather to 
stimulate readers to reflect seriously on the subject and to provide a “track to run on” 
as individual study is initiated.  

In evaluating the thoughts contained in these booklets, the authors encourage the 
reader to keep the following verses and their implications in mind:

· I Chronicles 12:32 Our purpose for the booklets is that we become men like the 
tribe of Issachar – understanding our times and knowing what we should do.

· Acts 17:11 Our desire is that the booklets produce the activity and attitudes of the 
Bereans – searching the Scriptures daily to see whether “these things are so.”

· Romans 12:2 Further, our objective for the booklets is that we have a 
“transformed mind” – that we learn to think.                                                                                                    

The process of gaining personal convictions from the Scriptures is as important 
as the product.  With that in mind, the authors urge the reader not to take what 
is written in these booklets as “how to” answers for life’s tensions, nor as “the final 
truth.”  Always filter the thoughts through God’s Word and decide for yourself on 
their application.  Since the primary audience for Ministry in the Marketplace is the 
business and professional community, the issues and illustrations are largely drawn 
from this arena.

This booklet seeks to address the issue of the relationship between the professional 
or vocational minister/Christian worker and the so-called “layman.”  Although terms 
like “priest,” “priesthood,” “clergy,” “layman,” and “full-time Christian worker” are 
used frequently in evangelical Christianity, few understand their meaning.  “Layman” 
most often connotes “amateur” – leading to the mistaken conclusion that first-class 
citizenry in God’s family is comprised of vocational Christian workers, while all others 
rate second.  

To effectively minister in the marketplace, this dichotomy must be eradicated.  The 
ministry must be understood, and the responsibility for carrying out the ministry must 
be firmly fixed.  We will, in this work, trace the history of both the priesthood and 
the laity .from the Old and New Testaments.  We will also discuss the principle of the 



9

priesthood from the standpoint of its role as the dynamic of the church, and conclude 
with practical suggestions on preparing oneself for functioning as God’s priest in the 
marketplace.  The authors urge an open mind on this rather controversial issue.

The Editors  August 2014

          

Introduction
A priest is one who has the responsibility and privilege of bringing himself and others 
to God and representing God to the people.  The priesthood has played a key role 
in God’s strategy since the beginning of time.  As we will see, beginning with Adam 
and continuing through Christ to us, God has used this function as a strategic part of 
His plan to evangelize the world and edify believers.  Specifically though, since Christ’s 
time, the “royal priesthood” was shifted by God from the Levitical Order to the laity 
– us!  This was clearly demonstrated by the type of men Jesus chose as His disciples, 
and by the tearing of the curtain in the Temple when Jesus died for our sins.  Paul also 
draws attention to this alteration of the priesthood in his ministry epistles, while Peter 
succinctly states the principle in his first epistle:

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).

History has shown that we, the laity, want to return that responsibility and privilege 
to the vocational Christian workers (hereafter called “VCWs”).  In spite of our 
negligence, however, God still insists that the Great Commission be fulfilled by the 
“royal priesthood” – all of us!  We all have that privilege and responsibility.  

But to better understand this truth, we will first review the historical development 
of the layman’s ministry from the Scriptures, then investigate the principle as the 
“dynamic” of the Body of Christ, and conclude with practical suggestions on how 
each of us may be fully prepared to function in our day as God’s priest.
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Section 1
Historical View of the Priesthood

The layman has been in the middle of God’s program throughout history.  It was so 
from the very beginning…

Each Man Was His Own Priest
In Genesis 4:3-5 both Cain and Abel functioned in the capacity of “priest,” in that each 
was responsible for his own offering to God.

So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of 
the fruit of the ground.  Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of their fat portions.  And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering; 
but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard.  So Cain became very angry 
and his countenance fell (Genesis 4:3-5).  

Genesis has many accounts of each man acting as his own priest before God.  For 
example:

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar (Genesis 8:20).

Again and again Abraham offered sacrifices to God, as did his son and grandsons.  
Thus, originally in man’s relationship with God, every individual functioned as his own 
priest before God, with no particular location established for sacrificing and with no 
intermediary between him and the Living God.  But it did not remain so.

 The First “Professional” Priests
Exodus is the story of God’s bringing His people, Israel, out of Egypt into the promised 
land of Canaan.  The principle architect of this “exodus” or “mass departure” was 
Moses.

It was during this journey that Israel encountered God at Mt. Sinai, which indicated a 
major change in God’s dealing with man.  When Moses went up to the mountain to 
receive a list of rules and regulations (the Law) for the newly freed nation, God also 
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gave him instructions to form a professional priesthood.  Now each layman would no 
longer be his own priest…the individual could no longer take his sacrifices directly to 
God.  

From this point on, each Israelite had to bring his offering to a specific place and allow a 
Levite (priest) to go before God on his behalf.  (God had indicated that the members 
of one of the twelve tribes, Levi, were to be given the function of priests – thus, the 
Levitical Order.)

The Book of Hebrews gives two fundamental reasons why God centralized the 
priesthood under the Levites:

1. To demonstrate through a prototype priest the inadequacy of 
man’s efforts to atone for sin.  In Hebrews we read:

For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the 
very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually 
year by year, make perfect those who draw near.  Otherwise, would they not have 
ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no 
longer have had a consciousness of sins?  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder 
of sins year by year.  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins (Hebrews 10:1-4).

The repetition of those sacrifices at that one locality was a vivid reminder of 
man’s futile efforts to make appeasement for his own sins.

2. To give a picture of God’s solution of the High Priest, Jesus, to 
man’s problem.  Note in Hebrews 9:9, 23, 24 and 10:1 the use of 
words like “illustration,” “copy,” and “shadow.”  This is what the sacrificial 
system, under the Levitical Order, was to the cross – a “preview of 
coming attractions.”  Though only a shadow, these sacrifices pointed to 
God’s solution for man’s sin in Jesus Christ – which, again, as the next 
section will show, was another change in the way God deals with man. 

The Professional Priesthood Ends With 
Christ’s Death

The crucifixion ended the Levitical Order.  Mathew’s account of the crucifixion records 
the tearing of the veil that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple 
(Matthew 27:50-51).  Occurring at the moment of Christ’s death, this destruction of 
the veil heralded the end of the Levitical Order.  (Previously, only the high priest could 
go into the Holy of Holies and directly encounter God.)
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 But now, the author of Hebrews, who is writing to Jewish believers, says,

Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16).

Both Peter and John declare that all believers are priests.  As we noted previously, 1 
Peter 2:9 says, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood…” Revelation 1:6 says, 
“…and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be 
the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.”

Put into historical perspective, the concept of the priesthood (see Illustration #1) would 
look like this:  for the first several thousand years of mankind’s history as recorded in 
the Bible, each man was responsible for functioning as a priest before God.  Then, 
for approximately 1500 years, the time between Moses and when Christ appeared 
on earth, the priesthood of the professional existed.  From the death of Christ until 
He returns again, we have reverted to the pre-Sinai model of the priesthood of the 
believer.

Illustration #1

Fa
ll o

f M
an

Exo
du

s &
 L

ev
iti

cus

the
 C

ros
s

the
 P

res
en

t

1,500 years

Passage of Time

Priesthood
of the

Individual Believer

Priesthood
of the

Individual Believer

Priesthood
of 

Aaron

the History of the Priesthood



14



15

Section 2
Priesthood of the Believer – 
The Dynamic of the Church

The right and responsibility of individual priesthood became the dynamic of the New 
Testament Church.  Each believer viewed himself as a priest of God to a broken 
world.  Each felt he had the right and responsibility to function in the office of the 
priesthood.  During those embryonic days of the church, no hierarchical distinction 
was made between the laity and the professional.  Paul explains this doctrine in his 
Ephesian epistle:

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 
some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service 
(“…work of the ministry…” KJV), to the building up of the body of Christ; until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ 
(Ephesians 4:11-13).

Each believer is privileged and responsible to represent himself to God and to 
represent God to those who as yet have not encountered the Savior.  This is not 
to suggest there are no offices in the New Testament; there are elders, deacons, 
apostles, etc.  In the multiplicity of offices, however, there is no priesthood apart from 
the priesthood of the believer.  No office is to usurp the believer’s role – his right and 
responsibility – to function as God’s priest. 

The vocational Christian workers mentioned in Ephesians 4:11 are charged with the 
task of equipping the saints (the laity) so that the laity will be able to do the work of 
the ministry (Ephesians 4:12).  As the saints do the work of the ministry, the church is 
eventually edified.

The New Testament concept of the ministry could be analogous to a large pond into 
which the Holy Spirit scatters believers here and about like tossing pebbles.  As each 
believer hits his particular sphere of influence, the impact makes concentric circles 
that move out and eventually overlap with the circles of influence of other believer 
“pebbles.”  Thus, the whole pond is eventually “covered.”

\
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It is unfortunate that many believers today view the ministry primarily as the job of 
the VCW.  The VCWs are like giant boulders thrown into the pond.  The huge waves 
made upon impact are supposed to cover the pond.  This is in critical contrast to the 
each-believer-a-pebble/each-believer-a-priest concept explained above.  Paul has this 
to say in Second Corinthians:

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 
5:20).

It is clear that Paul views the ministry as the right and responsibility of individual 
believers, who are to function as ambassadors by presenting the Good News of the 
gospel to a lost and dying society.

Illustration #2

Pebbles in a Pond
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Acts 8:5-38 is another good example of a layman ministering in the marketplace.  Philip 
(a “layman”– not one of the apostles) ministered the Word in the city of Samaria.  
Many responded to the gospel message and were baptized by him.  Later, he led an 
Ethiopian to Christ in Gaza and baptized him.  No one had “commissioned” Philip; 
he simply viewed the marketplace as an arena in which to represent the interests of 
Christ, and went about functioning as a priest by presenting the salvation message to 
un-believers and even baptizing them into the faith once they had responded to the 
truth.

The Reinstitution of the Levitical 
Order

As the first century ended, an extra biblical word was introduced into the vocabulary 
of the church; “clergy.”  With the spread of the gospel came growth, and with 
growth came the desire to establish a “full-time professional clergy” to manage and 
control the growing body of believers.

Thus, a hierarchical distinction between “laity” and “professional clergy” emerged, and 
Christianity has been plagued with it ever since.  More and more the church began to 
structure itself on the basis of the former Levitical Order, rather than purely on the 
New Testament truth that each man is a priest.

The theological justification for reverting back to the old order was the conviction that 
the church was the “new Israel.”  All the promises God had made to the Jews through 
the prophets would find their fulfillment in the church.  Therefore, it was only natural 
to also look to the Old Testament for the form, now that the function had already 
been embraced.  That form was the Levitical priesthood.  As time progressed, the 
laity have turned the responsibility and privilege of the priesthood over to VCWs out 
of apathy and laziness.

The change was slow and evolutionary, but pastors gradually came to be called 
“priests” and the believers “laity.”  The communion table became an “altar” 
and the elements a “sacrifice.”  People were discouraged from reading and 
interpreting the Bible on their own – it had to be done for them by professionals.  
Intercession before God became the domain of the professional…the people came 
to the organizational priest to confess their sins.

The ministry was now firmly in the hands of the professionals.  The New Testament 
concept of laymen ministering to laymen, with each man functioning as a priest of God 
in the marketplace, became a thing of the past.
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Lay Renewal Movements
From an historical perspective, godly men began to see the distinct difference and 
distance between the clergy and laity.  They didn’t accept it, for it was in opposition 
to the teachings of the New Testament.  Until the dramatic impact of the Protestant 
Reformation, these smaller movements had little pervasive influence on the Body of 
Christ.  But because they underscore that laymen throughout history have wanted 
to be part of God’s program, we will mention a few of these movements or persons.

The Waldenses.  Peter Waldo lived during the 1100’s.  He was a merchant 
from Lyons, France, who wanted to return to the New Testament teachings.  The 
Scriptures were translated into the common language, and the laity were encouraged 
to memorize large portions of them.  Convinced that laymen could preach the gospel, 
this movement spread through France, Italy, Spain, Germany and Bohemia.  The 
organized church branded members of the Waldo’s movement as heretics, and their 
numbers were scattered and, finally, dissipated.

John Wyclif.  A native of Yorkshire, England, Wyclif translated the “official” Latin 
Vulgate Bible into the language of the people and taught that laymen could participate 
in the ministry – even to the extent of administration of the sacraments.  He died a 
natural death in 1384, but was later condemned by the church.  His writings were 
banned, and, to emphasize his condemnation, his bones were exhumed and burned, 
and the ashes were scattered in a stream.  A modern-day mission agency derives its 
name from the exemplary work of Wyclif.

John Hus.  Influenced by the writings of Wyclif, Hus began preaching to his native 
Czechs in their own language, demanding certain acts of reformation by the church.  
Also condemned by the church, Hus was burned at the stake.

Protestant Reformation
There were other efforts at reforming the Roman church, seeking to bring it back 
to a more Biblical posture, but they all fell short of their goal.  It was not until such 
“reforming” seeds germinated in a favorable political climate that fruit would be born. 

The date was 1517.  The place:  Wittenberg, Germany.  An obscure priest named 
Martin Luther nailed a list of grievances to the church door, and the Reformation was 
born.  A number of changes were called for by this bold, imaginative priest, but at 
the very core of the Reformation was the conviction that all believers were 
priests of the Living God.
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Luther, like his predecessors mentioned above, felt that all believers had the right 
and responsibility to study God’s Word, involve themselves in the ministry, make 
confession to God directly, and even administer the sacraments.  For a brief period of 
time, the priesthood taught in the New Testament came into sharper relief.

Post-Reformation Era:  Development 
of Lay “Specialty” Groups

Unfortunately, shortly after the Great Reformation, the vision of the “priesthood of 
believers” again began to fade in many parts of the Protestant church.

For some, the implications of all believers functioning as priests were never clearly seen, 
and they continue to embrace the Levitical concept.  The communion table remained 
an altar, pastors were called priests, and the distinction and distance between clergy 
and laity was maintained.

However, concerned laymen, demanding a hearing, continued to rise to the surface.  
Nowhere did this picture emerge more clearly than in foreign missions.  Again and 
again laymen were at the vanguard of Protestant efforts to evangelize the world.  
William Carey, Hudson Taylor, and many like them, were laymen who went overseas 
– not sent officially by the church, but by other concerned laymen who formed 
“specialty groups” organized to perform specific functions.

In the United States all such mission societies prior to 1820 were lay movements.  
Some had a close relationship to congregations, but all were funded and administered 
by laymen.  Many, if not most, of the indigenous groups in the Unity States today were 
begun as lay missions.  Current expressions of these lay movements are Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Young Life, The Navigators, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, 
The Evangelical Alliance Mission, Sudan Interior Mission, Youth for Christ, Christian 
Business Men’s Connection, and scores of others.  Some of the members of these 
groups may be theologically trained, but all fit into the category of lay movements. 

To view the ministry of the VCW as the sole legitimate expression of God’s ministry is 
to regress to an Old Testament Levitical model and blunt Christ’s Great Commission.  
The Reformation represented a partial return to the New Testament pattern of the 
priesthood of the believer, and although it is preached today, it has yet to find its fullest 
expression in the Body of Christ.

Laymen are again crying out for a part in God’s overall plan to reach the world with 
the gospel.  Students, business people, professionals, and other concerned laymen are 
actively pursuing their priestly roles in the marketplace by reaching out to coworkers, 
patients, customers and clients in such diverse fields as construction, transportation, 
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medicine, law, business, banking, dentistry, veterinary medicine, and even the worlds 
of rodeos and motorcycling!

Not content with the ministry being dominated by VCWs, these priests of God are 
preparing themselves and others to do the work of the ministry wherever God places 
them.  While the Great Reformation placed the Bible solidly in the hands of laymen, 
these latter day movements are helping to place the ministry in the hands of laymen, 
in accordance with New Testament teaching on the priesthood of the believer.

However, many laymen, not understanding fully the implications of this role and 
function, feel inadequately prepared to pursue the priesthood, influenced by those 
who continue to insist that theological training is necessary to attain success in this 
arena.  Nothing could be further from the truth.

But how does one effectively prepare himself, his family and others he may influence 
for this important role as a believer-priest?  That is the subject of the next section.  But 
before moving ahead, we urge the reader to reflect on the implications of sections 1 
and 2, and answer several relevant questions.

Implications of the Priesthood of the 
Believer

The challenge today is not only to intellectually embrace the concept of the priesthood 
of the believer but to live it out in your sphere of influence; not only grasping the truth 
but seeing yourself living out your role as a priest.  Prayerfully reflect on these five 
questions:

1. Do I believe that I am a priest in God’s call?  If not, why not?  
Is any action called for in my life? 
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2. Do I believe that God is currently using me to fulfill His great 
commission?  If not, why not?  
         

         

         

         

         

3. Do I believe that God’s call to me, the laity, is as high a calling as 
God’s call is to the VCW?  If not, ask yourself the question, “Is 
that belief scriptural or cultural?” 

         

         

         

         

4. Do I believe I am equipped to do the work of the priesthood?  
If not, why not and what am I going to do about it? 

          

         

         

         



22

5. Do I see all the aspects of my life (i.e. job, family, neighborhood, 
church, etc.) as an arena and opportunity to live out my 
priesthood?  If not, why?  
         

         

         

         

        

If the answer is not “yes” to all five questions, you are probably missing God’s 
call on your life to function as a priest for God.  As it was once said, “We 
are all called to ‘Full Time Ministry’ – the only difference is how we finance 
the ministry.”  Theologically begin to view yourself in the priesthood and 
prepare for and fulfill your God-given right and responsibility!

But how does one prepare effectively to co-labor with God in the role of a 
believer-priest?
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Section 3
Preparing for the Priesthood

There are basically three dimensions of the Christian life:  the volitional dimension, 
the vertical dimension, and the horizontal dimension.  The believer relates to God on 
the vertical plane and to mankind on the horizontal plane.  The volitional dimension 
involves the will of the Christian with respect to lordship and obedience.

To function as God’s priest, all three dimensions must be operational:  Jesus Christ 
must be central to our existence, and our lives must be lived out in obedience to 
God’s commands and precepts.  Our ongoing relationship to God must be nurtured 
regularly through time spent with Him, and our relationships with both believers and 
unbelievers alike must be carried out in accordance with scriptural guidelines.  Taken 
together, these components represent a vital Christian, active with God and for God.

Nowhere is this picture of the Christian faith more profoundly illustrated than in “The 
Wheel,” devised some years ago by Dawson Trotman, founder of The Navigators.  
We will use this illustration to help understand the basic tenets of the Christian life 
and ministry, seeking to apply the principles to our functioning as priests before God 
in the world (see illustration #3).

Without this growing, dynamic relationship with the Living God, a layman cannot 
effectively undertake the office of priest.



24

Illustration #3

The Wheel

(Reprinted from “The Wheel,” ©Copyright 1976 by The Navigators. Used by 
Permission of NavPress, Colorado Springs, Colorado.  All rights reserved.)
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The Volitional Dimension
When one receives Jesus Christ personally, and is born again by the Spirit of God 
(“regenerated”), the intellect, emotion and will are all involved.  With our mind 
(intellect), we understand the facts of the gospel; with our will (volition), we respond 
to what we understand; this transaction may then affect our feelings (emotion).

The Hub:  Christ the Center.  That act of placing Christ central in our lives 
is illustrated in the Hub of the Wheel.  He is to have the place of true Lordship; He 
is to be the focus of our life; every other facet of life is to revolve about Him.  This 
commitment to Christ’s Lordship may follow immediately upon conversion, or may 
take place months or years later.  The necessary centrality of Christ is seen throughout 
Scripture, but especially in these verses:

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 
behold, new things have come (2 Corinthians 5:17).

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself up for me (Galatians 2:20).

Although it is true that Lordship is a matter of the will or personal choice, it is God 
who creates within us the desire and ability to obey Him:

For God is at work within you, helping you want to obey Him, and then helping 
you do what He wants (Philippians 2:13 Living Bible).

The Rim:  Obedience to Christ.  The outward demonstration of this inward 
decision to accept Christ and His Lordship is our lifestyle of obedient action.  People 
ought to be able to observe external evidence of our faith in Jesus, although many acts 
of obedience are more internal: thought life, motives, values, attitudes, etc.

Internal obedience will eventually surface as external obedience.  God’s Word 
teaches, “…as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he…,” (Proverbs 23:7 KJV) and, that 
“…out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34 KJV).  It is 
clear, then, that outward action is evidence of inward commitment to be an obedient 
believer.  The Bible continually affirms that love for God is to be demonstrated by 
obedience to Him.

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship (Romans 12:1). 
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He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me (John 
14:21a).

 There are no effective priests of God without this vital link to God Himself.  
As stated previously, a layman functioning as a priest must first come to God himself, 
and only then can he adequately represent God to other people through evangelism 
and edification.

The Vertical Dimension
It is quite simple to visualize the vertical aspect of the Christian life:  this is the God/
Man relationship.  God has initiated a relationship with mankind, man reciprocates 
by developing a relationship with Him.  In the Wheel, power from the Hub (Christ) 
is transmitted through the spokes.  The foundational spoke depicts how God 
communicates with His children.

The Word.  The Word of God is the primary means by which we maintain 
communion with God.  As it is read, studied and committed to memory, God’s 
principles for life and ministry (the priestly functions) become clear, and lives are 
transformed as those principles are applied to daily life.  This spoke is the most critical, 
for a healthy, balanced Christian life is impossible without regular intake of spiritual 
food.

Preparing to carry out the priesthood of the believer in the marketplace involves 
a Christian designing his lifestyle so as to include adequate time to be with God in 
His Word.  Activities such as personal devotions (Quiet Time), Bible Study (either 
individually or in a group), and Scripture Memory are necessary to spiritual survival, as 
seen in Paul’s advice to Timothy:

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the faith and correcting 
error, for resetting the direction of a man’s life and training him in good living.  
The Scriptures are the comprehensive equipment of the man of God, and fit him 
fully for all branches of his work (2Timothy 3:16- 17 Phillips).

Prayer.  As the Living God communicates with believers via His Book, the Bible, the 
natural overflow of that intake is prayer.  God speaks through His Word; His children 
speak back to Him through prayer – it should be as natural as physical breathing.  In 
fact, many writers refer to prayer as “spiritual breathing.”

Prayer completes man’s link with God; prayer complements his time in the Scriptures.  
Just as human relationships are nurtured through time spent together and through 
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interpersonal communication, companionship with the Father and the Son is nurtured 
as Christians share their hearts with the One Who longs more for time with them 
than they with Him.  Prayer is where the power of God is unleashed; prayer is where 
personal battles are won; prayer is where the cause of Christ and the advancement of 
His Kingdom are furthered.  The Word of God reminds us – 

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you (John 15:7).

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God (Philippians 4:6).

The Horizontal Dimension
As the vertical spokes of the Wheel illustrate the God/Man relationship, the horizontal 
depict the Man/Man relationship.  A healthy vertical relationship with God will find 
expression in the quality of the various relationships with other people in the world.

Christians relate to only two classifications of people:  those who have yet to become 
members of God’s family, and those who have already become children of God 
through faith in the Savior.  The believer shares with other of his brothers and sisters 
in Christ through what Scripture calls Fellowship, while the responsibility toward 
those outside the faith is to share the Good News about Jesus Christ with a view 
toward their claiming Christ as their own.  This process is variously called witnessing 
or personal evangelism.

The Priesthood of the Believer, as stated in the Introduction, involves a layman bringing 
himself before God (the vertical dimension), then representing God to other people 
(the horizontal dimension).  God’s priests are to be very much involved in the world, 
seeking to win the lost and build up the saved.

Fellowship.  As believers in Jesus Christ, all Christians are members of a family – 
not a club or an association – but a spiritual family.  This analogy helps one understand 
the intimacy and depth of relationship God gives His children.  While believers have 
general obligations to all of mankind, the Scripture sets apart his relationship with 
other members of the Body:

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to 
those who are of the household of the faith (Galatians 6:10).

God has directed Christians to fellowship with other Christians.  This involves not only 
social interaction, but also special times of sharing from God’s Word, praying for one 
another, and performing acts of service.  Christians are to learn from one another and 
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help meet one another’s needs.

There is a certain chemistry that takes place as Christians get together which cannot 
be accomplished if they operate independently, in relative isolation from one another.  
The Bible says that taken corporately, believers are a Body – part of one another – 
operating in unity, each with a special function:

Under his direction the whole body is fitted together perfectly, and each part in 
its own special way helps the other parts, so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love (Ephesians 4:16 Living Bible).

Witnessing.  The final spoke of the Wheel speaks of the necessity of believers to 
share their faith in Christ with those who surround them in the context of their daily 
lives:  neighbors, friends, customers, clients, co-workers, etc.

The natural overflow of a vibrant walk with Christ is an equally dynamic witness for 
Christ.  Therefore, witnessing involves a Christian’s character and his actions: that is, 
witnessing is a lifestyle, but it also involves skills that can be developed.  God’s priests 
are to be sharpened instruments in His hands, to be used anywhere at any time.  
But the concept to underscore is overflow – one cannot share with others out of a 
dry and barren walk.  The fruit of the Spirit, developed through extended times in 
the Word and in prayer, will spill over and become fruit in evangelism.  Jesus Himself 
alludes to this in John’s gospel:

You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and 
bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain (John 15:16a).

The apostle Peter admonishes us – 

But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense 
to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence (I Peter 3:15).

God’s priests keep themselves on the cutting edge of evangelism; this is an area that 
greatly separates believers.  Many are willing to enjoy the benefits of Christianity; few 
are willing to pay the price of commitment to the extent of engaging in the spiritual 
warfare taking place in the world – the war for the souls of men.  Evangelism is 
the dynamic of the faith.  Without the in/out mechanism of discipleship, Christians 
stagnate and remain fruitless.  God did not intend it to be so! 

The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 
entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also (2 Timothy 
2:2).

The principle is:  with the privilege of reception comes the corresponding 
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responsibility of transmission.  What God gives His children, including their own 
salvation, they are to pass on to others, who will then reach others and still others, 
until eventually the world hears the truth.  Witnessing is part of the priestly function: 
laymen bring God to the people.  Using the platform of work and family, a lifestyle of 
caring concern for the souls of other people will evidence itself in outreach, whether 
through personal evangelism (one-on-one), or teamwork efforts.

Conclusion
The Priesthood of the Believer has been a central concept in the plan of God to 
reach fallen mankind.  He never intended the ministry to be carried out solely by 
professional “clergy.”  The main player in God’s program has always been the layman.  
All believers are in “full-time Christian work.”  

Prepare immediately for the priesthood!  Use the Wheel as a checklist to help evaluate 
personal growth and involvement in the work of the ministry.
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Following are suggested questions for individual study, or for use in a group discussion 
of concepts contained in this publication.

Discussion Questions
1. Do you understand the concept “each man is his own priest”?  

Explain in your own words. 
          

          

          

          

         

2. Can you, as a layman, function as a “priest” without being 
professionally trained?  If so, why?  If not, why not? 
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3. In this publication your particular ministry is explained as analogous 
to a pebble impacting a large pond.  How would you define your 
specific ministry?  What part of the pond are you “covering?” 
          

          

          

          

         

4. In what areas of the Christian life with which you are familiar can 
you identify the tendency to revert to the Levitical concept of the 
ministry? 
          

          

          

          

         

How do you go about preparing for the priesthood?  Which parts of 
the Wheel are out of balance or nonexistent for you? 
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5. What can you do for accountability to ensure you function as a priest 
of God? 
          

          

          

          

         

6. How can you help others to understand this concept of the ministry?  
What are the implications of living out this lifestyle? 

          

          

          

          

         
 

7. What are the major barriers in your life that will keep you from 
implementing these concepts? 
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8. Whose job is the ministry? 
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